Piediyent Fanolv Oreanizanos

Namber 17 Mav 25

We owe Giovanni Cena $9,000.
" We need YOUR tax-deductible donation soon.
Thanks for your continued support.
Send donations to:
FFO
o987 W. Z2DO N,
Fleasant Grove, UT 84062

‘Waldensian History — Part |
By Louis B. Cardon

Most of the recipients of s Paedmont
Familes Drgarization newsletler are dascendans
of the 54 former Waldensianes ("Vaudois® in French:
“Valdesi” ir Halian) who emigraied to Litah froem e
Piedmont valeys of what iz now noethern italy,

M‘l_!l‘h wriualal derosns Snow i 10 -
IERTRLS Wen Wt b b a6 ity e uisaay

aetween 1854 and 1860. Comansing individuals
frarn 12 faruihes, these emigrants were among the
approximately 180 Waldensians who had been
corveried ta the LDS Ghurch beheaen 1850 and
1856

The dramatic - even miracuious - incidenis
surroiinding the missonary work of Apostis
Lorenzo Snow and a few comgoanions in the
Piedmont area are & faifly well xnown par of the
genarat history of the Church, Apostie Snow had
folt inspirad to bagin the first LDS proselytizing in
Haly in 165G among the few thousand members of
the Waldensian Church, rather than among the
Catholic population of the several separate states
of the ltalian peninsula. (The combining of these
stales nte a undfied talian nation would coowr 8 few
yvears later. 185%-1870.) Az Bider Snow wrote at
the Grre: “With & hear! full of gratitude, | find an
opening is presented w the valieys of Pleadmon:,
when all 1re a'her parts of laly are closed against
our effarts, 1 beleve that the Lord has here a
branch of the Housa of lerael, ard o is the voles of
the Spirit thas 1 shall commence something of
inportance in that part of this dark nation.”

Today, rrany of the descendents of these
54 hardy Waldensian converts who came to Uiah
may be only dirnply aware of our fruly remarkabse
heritage as descendants of the oifest non-Catholic
church group of Europe. Whereas the other non-
Cathile {or “protestant'] churches date in genaral
from the 18" century A0, the Waldensians date
from several centuries earier. In fact, theirs i the
only ora of the several tireak-awsy {haretical )
movemants of the medieval era to sunvive the
Inquisition and al! ofer persecutions, andg to pemst
e the modem aga.

Exiensive scholany tudies in recent yeers
have shed considerabls light on the criging ans
incredible endurance of the Waldensians”
Mawever, ang initguing story reganding the origing
of the Waldensian faith » relecler by ol the
modarn scholars, as well as by the Wsidensian
Gharch of our day,  This is the legend that in their
ramale Alpine valleys Yus small group had
preserved the purg New Testament Christanity
framm Agostalic times, without ever partaking of he
groat apostasy of ever besaoming part of the
Catholic fold. (See Stephens, p. €0). Strong
hiztorical evidence now plases the beginn ngs of
the Waldensan movement as an offshoot of
Cathglicism in Lyons, Frange in the mig-1170y.




Even this date of origin. nowever. means that the
Waldensian fath is more than 300 years alder than
the pther protestant faiths of our time,

Evidence indicates that in the * 170s there
fived in the rising city of Lvons in southeastern
Franoe a merchan! named Walda [Vaikdes of
Vaudes in the Franco-Provencal d'alect of the are,
Valdesius in Latin, Valda = modern liatian). His
Jiven name may have been Peter, bul thug only
a2gan to appear ir documents 200 vears -ater, and
5 therefora deybtiul, Walan was ewdently 3 man
ot wealth and, according to tradition, waz maried
and had two caughters. Then, quite suddeny.
zome spirtug expenenze {s'anes vary} convinced
him tha his way of life was wrong — thal Chinst
would wanl him to follow the advice which he gave
in & rich young man (Matthew 12:21) to self all his
goods, gve the proceeds ta the poor, and foliow
Him. Waldo was also impressed witn the teaching
of (e Aposties James that {aith withous works is
dead. bt that one “whe gives alms, does alhar
good works with one's oWwn possessions and
abserves the Lord's commandmernts will be saved.
Waldesius Testarrant of Faith, 1480, Toum, p. 20
21.) Convinced that it was imporant for lay
Fe1sony as well as priests o have acsess to the
teachings of the Bivle, Waldo used part of his
wealth to have substantial portions of the Bibie
ransiated from Latin info the Franco-Provencal
dialect spoken i and aroLnre Lyons. And then,
atter providing for his wife and daughters. he gave
tha rest of kiz money 1o those in reed. He thus
became a poor man himself. but also ar inspiration
ter & growing booy of disciplas. These lived from
charily, ad he oid, and becarte known as "The Poor
Men of Lvonz.” Dressed in rough clathing arg
camying no monay. they went about two oy twd
{wiamen as weil g5 roen) praaching on the strests
artd in the homes the doctines of the Bible as they
iriersiond them

At first the Poor of Lyons did nat chalienge
the authority of she Cathatic Church, but sought t¢
irmprove e fives of all the Chrisiians they could
influsgnce. And the Catholic authorties, at first, did
nat denounce thearm. In 1179, a graup of the Poor
of Lyons took advantage of the convening cf the
third Lateral Coyrcil in Rome (the first great
Czuncil of he Reman Catholic Church ia the
medieval era) o go to Rome and 1o oresent to the
Pope a copy of their camman-language verson ol
the Bitle. The Pcpe recognized their good
intentions, but told there tat thair local bishop
wiould have to decide wheher thay could preach in

1-d

public. {Touwrs, p. 17 3 Some of the theolagians &t
the Council made light of thai ensophisticated
theology, but inew was no formal
expommunications as yet.

Back in 1 yons, however, the local Catholc
hierarchy felt chalienged by the preazhing of the
Foor and their use of a vernacular Bible. The
Archbishep daclared: “We bishops sre here to do
the preaching: it is a par of the lask iasd down for
ug as successors of the aposiles.” “On the
contrary,” replied 19¢ Poor. “preaching beiorgs to
everyone who chioses fo troly live like the apaosties
of Jesus " Whern Walde and his followers were
flatly ordered to disconyinue their presching they
vted the words of Peter ‘o ihe Sanhedrin (Ars
£.18) "Whather it be rght in the sight of God 1o
hearken unic you more than unto God, judge ve."
Expedied from the city of Lyons, the Poor then ook
thei preaching mission across southern France,
through Provence and Languedoc.

Hers the Poor of Lyons became
cornpetitors, to a degree, of another unohcdox
group, the Cathars. More radical than the Poor. the
Cathars openly crilimezed the worldliness and power
o’ the Catholic Church, and challenged its hasic
doctrines. The wotkd, in their belief was absorbed
i1 & great war between good and evil. The Poor
wrote racts ang preached against the Cathars, bul
with time they themselves were becoming maore
critical of the Catholic Church as weall. Thus, in
1154 the Poor were ncluded with the Cathars and
nther dissidents in g Catholo Councit's list of
sehismatic movemeants, in 1180 he Bishop of
Marbonne declared them heretics

in the meantme. miss onaries were already
carrying e Wakdensian movemen! sastward
across e Alps nto bombardy, an area of growing
praminence in the ecotomin devemnpmant of
Europe. During the jong centuries of the Roman
Empire. the area {basically the Po Valley in
narthern #aly, with Milan as the prisepal city) bad
parlipates in the Roman culiure ard coconomy. &
majos Reman road had facilitated economic and
cultural reiations helwaern this ares and the ores
just acrgss the Alps in what is now southeastern
France (called Provence in the Roman period.)
The Piedmont valleys o lhe lower Alps wera oily 2
short destarce off that route and a part of this
culture. With the treakup of 12 Roman Empire in
he 5" century A.D., this area, ke much of the
Empire, knew somalimes-destructive raids and
occupation by Gemanic tribes {including the
Lombard's, whose name became attached 1o the




Po region.] Thraughouwr Europe, the cties of the
Raman erz declired or disappsarad, anc were
gplazed far centynes (the eady Modle Ages) by a
miore rural and tocalized sconomy. In the 3% or
“high® Middle Ages, however (1100g and 1200s)
ities ware on the rise sgain in seversl paris of
Europe ~ with cities of nodhern Raly becaming
parfoularly prominent. Mian, Florercs, Venice,
(Senoa, ele. were among the most rapdly growing
ant enerprising of Hhaye ‘new’ citios. |t was
mainy in such cilies that the great cuitural
movermeant known as the latian Respissance would
take place in the 13004 anc 14005,

in the meantime, in the late 1300, Milan
was 3 busting center of trade snd smalk scals
manufacturing of fextiles, metal good. etc. in e
same period Milan had become a particulaty active
parnter of religious discuseion and oilisen of
shortoomings of Catmolasm,. Several dissenting
groups, including Cathars, were atready aclive
thera when the first Waldensan migsionanes
arrived. At the time, city ofcials were generally
wigrant of unorihngox Christian teachings. angd the
Waldansians, with their ability o support their
teachings directly from the vernacuar Sibles, which
they carmed with tham. soon bscame e leading
dissident group of Mitan and surrounzing towns. In
ike same pericd, however, the Lomard Poor, &5
ihis branch of *he Waldensians came to be called,
geveloped cartain differences trom the original Poor
of Lyons {now mainly soraad through sowhem
Franoe ' A mapx difference was in the athitude
towards wark and marriage, For Walde (Who deo
about 1208 and tor ks early disciples, tamily tife
and reguiar smpinyment ware distraclions from
ey calling as itinerant preachars. and 8
tamptation to acourmulats wealth. The Lombard
Poor, on the otfar hand, carme o hzlieve that z life
devoted 1o pigrim preschung was only one lfestyls
egitimized by the Bible They tendead 12 emphasize
the close-knit Christian community depicted in
same pars of the hvew Testament. The typical
figure amang e Lombard Poor was an artisan, a
texdile worker, a baker or vegetable mercham, who
pursued a setlied lifestyle, whiie preaching to his
neighbors and participating in ol activilias
(ncluding group wership) with cthars of the
Lomaard Foor community. In the long rung. il was
g more setiied Hastyle, which tendad 1o shape
the Waldensian movement, although tdinerae
preachers (harbas) cantinued to spread the faith
angd mainlain contacts.

Owver a perod of several generafinns,
scatiered Waldensian groups weare established
aver much of Western Europe, from southern Baly
ta the shoras of the Ballic Sea. Thay wers
prominent far a tire in saoh places 8s Austria,
Flanders, ard southermn Franee, as well as the ciies
and towns of the Lombard plain. including Milan,
ten, and Pinerolo. Bui the Catholic Church
became ingreasingly dateemined lo eliminaie
heresy, and used the Ingquisiton and even anmiss
for this purpose. Waigensians penshad along with
the Cathars in the &lmgersian Crusade in southern
Franpe, and along with Hussites 'n the Hossite
wars in Bohemnia. Even Milan, faced with an
economic hicckade and threat of & crusade,
allewed the Inguigition 1o pegin 1s work in that cly
m 228, Eventuaily it was only i “the bastion of
Ihe Afns,” the relatvaly seciuded "Waldensian
Walleys™ of Piedmont, that faithfuf and stubbaorn
Waldensians were atis to survive down 10 modem
lirness.

In fature issues of the PFO Report we'll Iry
to get better acquainted with these valar
arcestors and Mar many Inals,

LS

PFO) Dialian Researcher Gioanni Cena
Visits Salt Lake Cily

January 4, 2003 Gisamst Cena, his wafe, hig
gor, Lorenzo and his wite, were present at the
doserh Smith Memonal Buikling v Sall Lake City ‘o
give 15 a vary wathwhile presprtation of his wark
in the notary records.  He also gave an excellent
hislery of the Waldense people. We had
repraseniatives frorn all the families who emigrated
fram the Piedmont valley. 1§ was an hislodo
oooesion. Thase whe aftended felt the presence of
ot robie ancestiors,

FINANCIAL REFPORT:
LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS WILL BE
GIVEN IN NEXT ISSLE.
THANK YOU FOR OF YOL R GENEFROUS

{ DONATIONS TO CONTINUT QUR

RESEARCH INTTALY,
Send tay-deductible donations t6:
PFO
: G8T W, 2200 M.
Pleasant Grove, UT 84052




' Extend your Pedigree

: Another Cardon Line:
RIBET (RIBETTO) ANCESTRY

l By Boyd L. Cardon

KEY. b= bomn; md=mamed, bro=brother,
dau=daughter; dec=deceased: fu=chid of
deceased foliowed by the parent's name.
PP=Pigdmon: Project Group Sheeats

Fitm # 472233; Es=Gli Esul Valdesi

Add one to the number to get the spouse, deuble
the number to get the father.

| foung in the Nedary Records sent by Gicanm Cena
the parents and grandparents of Isabelle Ribet
{Ribettn.)

1. Isatell Rikbat b abt  1A05
Pramollo, Tarino, Italy; md Jacgues
Jahier b abt 1602 Pramclle, Terino,
Italy. Had siblings: Maguerite b abt.
1606 md abt 1626 to Jacob Jahier b abt
1602; Sioanpna (Glcanninal b abt 1608
Bartholomeoe b abt 160%; Panle b abt
1810G; HMarta b abt 16.2.

2. Giacomo Ribet b abt 1580 Pramollc,
Terino, Italy:; md abt 1604 Maria
Clotto b abt 1584 Pramcllo, Torino,
Italy., Had siblings: Michelle b abt
1582; Gicarnni b abt 1585 Paclo b
abt 1587 md abt 1611 Maria Giavella;
Pistro b abt 15%90; &icanna b abt 1552
md abt 1612 cacnbo Clotta.

3, Maria Clotto b abt 1504 Pramollo,
Torino. Italy

4. dBartholomeo Ribet b abt 1553
Pramollo, Italy

5. (Francasca) Mra. Bartholemes ribeb
B abt 1559, Pramelle, Torine, ltaly.
F. Giganni Clotto b abt 1563
Pramolle, Terine, Italy md aht 1EB1.
7. HMrs. Biocanni Clotto h abt 1563
Prameclle, Torino, Italy.

Sources Pramallo 75027 Wil 1 June 1815; Pramolle
T5[207 Recognition of marriage 2 Fat: 1628,
Pramalle 75[25) Reccgnition of marriage 16 Dec.
1627, Pramotio 75[1) Perosa 1[12] 30 Dec 1610
Perpsa 5[19] Quittance 4 Ma- 1674

All ordinance work has been dore except
tor6 and 7. Look or the famibysearch website 1G|
fles for the information. You'll need your
Membership 1D rumber and the date of yaur

in

confirmation. _Please do not submit these names
for femple work.

CARDON ROOTS RUN DEEP!

DON'T MISS THE EXTENDED
CARDON FAMILY REUNION

AUG, 2" 2003 AT
NORTH LOGAN STAKF. CENTER
2750 N, 800F. NORTH LOGAN, UTAH.

PHILLIPE AND MARTHE CARDON,
ALONG WITH OTHER CARDON
ANCESTORS, ARE BURIED
IN THE LOGAN CEMETERY.

BRING YOUR CHILDRERN AND
GRANDCHILDREN!
LET THEM KNOW AND FEEL
OF OULR CARDON ROOTS,

AGENDA;
REGISTRATION 9:30- 10:30 AM
SPEAKER: RICHARD HOLZAPFEL,
AUTHOR WALDENSIAN HISTORY
REPORT ON PIEDMONT 2002 TOUR

LUNCH $5.00/PERSON

SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN
FAMILY HISTORY AND TEMPLE WORK

ADJOURN X30PM

MORE INFORMATION CONTACT LARRY
PORTER 8C1-375-3730

SEE YOU THERE
TO CONTINUE OUR
GREAT FAMILY TRAIMTIONS,

Books to Read. Find on Amazon.com
Tha Waldensian Story. A Study of Faith,
¢ Intolerance and Survival by Prescot Stephens,
. 1908 Your are My Witnesses: The Waldensians
Across B00 Years by Gorgio Tourn, 1989

L.




